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(concluded) 
The Office of Auditor General of Virginia. 

(continued) 
After the death of Robert Ayleway Esq' whose Patent for 
Auditor General of Virginia was made over to William Byrd, 
Esq' during the life of the Granter it was then necessary for 
the said William Byrd to have the following Deputation from 
William Blathwayt, Esq' who had been made Auditor General 
of all the Plantations in America. 

To all Christian People to whom these Presents shall come 
William Blathwayt, Esq' Surveyor & Auditor Generall of 
all her Majesty's Revenues in America sendeth greeting. 
Whereas his late Majesty King Charles the Second of ever 
blessed Memory by his Letters Patents under the great Seal of 
England bearing date the Nineteenth day of May in the two 
& thirtieth Year of his said Majesty 's Reign did give & grant 
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unto him the said William Blathwayt the Office of Auditor & 
Surveyor General of his Majesty 's Revenues arising in America 
with full Power and Authority to inspect, examine, state and 
Audit, and with allowance and consent of the Lord High Treas- 
tu-er. Commissioners of the Treasury, & Chancellour of the Ex- 
chequer for the time being, to determine all & Singular Accotmts 
of all such Rents, Revenues, Prizes, Fines, Escheats, For- 
feitures, Duties and Profits whatsoever, as are by reason of 
any matter or thing happen 'd or fallen since the beginning of 
the first War, that was between his said Majesty and the States 
General of the United Netherlands, since his said Majesty's 
restoration, and not before. And which shall at any time here- 
after become due or payable to his said Majesty his Heirs & 
Successors during the continuance of His said Letters Patents 
in or from all or any of His Majesty's foreign Dominions 
Islands Colonies and Plantations in America, and by all law- 
ftdl ways and means to cause the same to be recover 'd and paid 
to the proper Officers, to His Majesty's use. To have and to 
hold. Exercise & Enjoy the said Office to him the said William 
Blathwayt by himself, or his Sufficient Deputy or Deputies, 
for and dtuing the time & so long as the the said William Blath- 
wayt shou 'd well behave himself in the said Office, with further 
Power in the said Letters Patents contain 'd, for hin the said 
William Blathwayt from time to time to constitute and appoint 
by any Writing tmder his hand & Seal, such Inferior Officers 
for the better Expediting and carrying on his Majesty 's Service 
in relation to the said Office as by Nomination, Warrant or 
Direction from the Lord high Treasurer of England or Com- 
missioners of the Treasury for the time being, he the said 
William Blathwayt shall be directed; And the said Inferior 
Officers from time to time remove, suspend, or displace as to 
him the said William Blathwayt with the allowance and Di- 
rection of the Lord Treasurer and Commissioners of the Treas- 
tiry for the time being shall be thought necessary and expe- 
dient. Now know ye, that the said William Blathwayt, for 
the more Effectual Execution and Performance of the premisses 
and for the better Expediting and carrying on Her Majesty's 
Service, hath by the Nomination, Warrant, & Direction of the 
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Right Hon'ble the Lord high Treasurer constituted and ap- 
pointed and doth by these presents constitute and appoint 
William Byrd Sen'-Esq' to be his Deputy, and under Officer 
within the Colony & Dominion of Virginia, for the purposes 
and to the Ends hereafter mention 'd and no other, (that is to 
say) that the said William Byrd shall, and the said William 
Blathwayt doth hereby give & grant full power & authority 
to the said William Byrd to Inspect Examine & State all Ac- 
compts of all such Rents, Revenues, Prizes, Fines, Escheats, 
Seizures, Forfeitures, Duties & profits whatsoever, as are by 
Reason or Cause of any matter or thing hap'ned or fallen, 
since the beginning of the said first War, that was between his 
said late Majesty of ever blessed Memory and the said States 
General, since his said Majesty's Restoration and not before, 
or which at any time from and after the date of the said Letters 
Patents, have hap'ned, fallen, or shall hereafter happen, fall, 
become due or payable or accruing unto Her Majesty, Her 
Heirs and Successors, within the said Colony and Dominion 
of Virginia, with ftill Power and Authority to and for him the 
said William Byrd, by all lawfull ways & means to cause to 
be recover 'd and paid unto the proper Officers, to her Majesty 's 
Use all such Rents, Revenues, Duties and Profits aforesaid, as 
have accrued to her Majesty, since the beginning of the said 
first War, or shall hereafter accrue unto her Majesty, her 
Heirs & Successors, within the said Colony and Dominion of 
Virginia, & have not been, or shall not be Answered, Satisfyed, 
and paid to the proper Officers, to her Majesty 's Use, To have 
and to hold the said Deputy-Ship or tuider Office, unto the said 
William Byrd, so long as to him the said William Blathwayt 
shall please, & to be by him throught fit. And the said William 
Blathwayt doth hereby require from the said William Byrd 
and the said William Byrd doth by his acceptance of this pres- 
ent Grant, agree to & with the said William Blathwayt, that he 
the said William Byrd, shall once in every Six Months or oftener 
dtuing which he shall execute the said under Office, or be 
Deputy unto the said William Blathwayt by Vertue of these 
Presents, transmit & send over to him the said William Blath- 
wayt, fairly written, and by the said William Byrd, under his 
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hand attested, all such accompt as he the said William Byrd 
shall, before that time have inspected, Examined, and Stated, 
& which have not been by him formerly transmitted, and sent 
over unto the said WUliam Blathwayt of the Rents, Reve- 
nues, Duties & Profits aforesaid, and Duplicates thereof by the 
next Conveyance and Shall at the same time, certifie, and make 
known to the said William Blathwayt, all such Summ & Simams 
of Money, if any such shall be, as he hath by the ways & means 
aforesaid, caused to be recovered & paid to the proper Officers 
to Her Majesty's Use, and which hath not been formerly 
Certify *d & made known to him the said William Blathwayt, 
And shall in all and every other matter & thing relating to the 
said Office, Observe such Rules & Instructions, as the said 
William Blathwayt shall at any times, give or transmit unto 
him. And Lastly the said William Blathwayt doth hereby 
Ratify, confirm & allow all and every Act & Acts thing & things, 
which shall be done & Executed by the said William Byrd as 
Deputy and under Officer in the said William Blathwayt by 
Vertue of these Presents, And doth hereby grant, that they and 
every of them shall be of equal force & Authority, as if they had 
been done, executed & performed by the said William Blathwayt 
himself in his proper Person, In Witness whereof I have here- 
unto put my hand and Seal this foxirteenth day of April, In the 
Year of Our Lord God 1703. And in the Second Year of the 
Reign of our Sovereign Lady Queen Anne over England &c. 

William Blathwaj't. 

Sign'd, Seal'd & Deliver 'd in the 
Presence of 

Sam'l Lynn. 
Charles Le Bas. 

I do hereby Nominate William Byrd Sen'-Esq"' to be Deputy 
of the said William Blathwayt Esq' in the Office of Surveyor 
and Auditor General of Ker Majesty 's Revenues, arising in 
the Colony and Dominion of Virginia, and accordingly direct 
the said William Blathwayt to constitute and appoint him the 
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said William Byrd, his La\rfull Deputy in the Execution 
thereof, pursuant to Letters Patents in that behalf. From the 
Treasury Chambers at Whitehall the 14th day of April 1703. 

Godolphin. 

After the Death of William Byrd Esq' the Elder William 
Byrd Esq' the Younger was appointed Receiver Generall of 
Virginia by the following Sign Alanual and Dudley Digges 
Esq' was appointed Auditor these 2 Places being now Divided, 
v/hich before had been jojTi 'd in William Byrd Esq' the Elder. 

Anne R. 

Anne by the Grace of God Queen of England, Scotland, 
France and Ireland, Defender of the faith &c. To all to whom 
these Presents shall come Greeting, Whereas for the support of 
our Government within our Colony and Dominion of Virginia 
there is a revenue arising & accruing unto us by a Duty of two 
Shillings for every Hogshead of Tobacco exported from thence, 
as also a Duty or Impost of Fifteen Pence p' Ton for every Ship 
trading there, and Six pence p» Poll for every Person Imported. 
And there being also a fvulher Revenue arising unto Us by a 
Quit rent of two Shillings for every hundred Acres of Land 
held of Us, as also by Fines, Forfeitures, Escheats & otherwise. 
And w^hereas the Office of Receiver General of our said Duties, 
Imports and Revenues is now become Vacant. We therefore 
reposing especial trust and confidence in the Ability, Care and 
Circumspection of oiir trusty and well beloved William Byrd 
Esq' do hereby Nominate, Authorize, constitute and appoint 
him the said William Byrd to be our Receiver General of all 
and Singular our Revenues Duties and Imports arising and 
growing due, or which shall arise and grow due unto Us within 
our said Colony and Dominion, and of arrears thereof during our 
Pleasure, Which Duties Imports and Revenues so to be received 
by him, are to be answered and paid towards the support of ous 
said Government according to such Warrant or Warrants as the 
said William Bjnxl shall from time to time receive from us or 
from our Lieutenant and Governor General of ottr said Colony 
or from the Commander in Chief thereof for the time being our 
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Revenue of quitrents only excepted which is to be paid and is- 
sued according to such especial Warrants or Orders, as shall 
be given by us to our said Governor or Commander in Chief, 
or to him the said William Byrd from time to time in that be- 
half, & not otherwise. And we do hereby further Impower him 
the said William Byrd. in case of non Payment of the Revenues, 
Imports, and Duties aforesaid, or any part thereof, by any person 
whatsoever, to levy the same by Distress, & Sale of such Dis- 
tress, or by any other means as any other Receiver of our 
Revenue can or ought to do according to the Laws of our 
Kingdom of England, or the laws of Our said Colony and Dom- 
inion. And upon receipt of the said Revenues, Imports and 
Duties, or any of them to give Acquitances for the same. And 
for the care and pains of him the said William Byrd in the 
Execution of the said Office, and discharge of the Trust hereby 
reposed in him. We do hereby Authorize and Impower him 
the said William Byrd to receive, take or retain to his own Use, 
out of our said Duties and Revemies the Value and Summ of 
three Pounds p' Centums for all Moneys or value of Moneys 
which shall be receiv'd or Collected by him within our said 
Colony and Dominion as aforesaid. And the said William 
Byrd is likemse, before his Entrance upon the Execution of the 
said Office, to give or procure good Security to be given in our 
Exchequer here in England in the Sum of Six Thousand Pounds. 
And in the like Sum in Virginia, for his due Execution of the 
said Office, & for truly Accompting for our foresaid Revenues, 
& every part thereof. And of our Pleasure herein, all our 
Governors, Lieutenant Governors, Commanders in Chief, and 
all other our Officers within our said Colony and Dominion, 
are to take Notice, and to be aiding, and assisting unto him the 
said William Byrd, in the due Execution of the said Office in all 
things as our Service may require. 

Given at our Court at Kensington this Nineteenth day of 
October 1705, In the fourth Year of our Reign. 

By her Majesty 's Command. 
Registered in the Godolphin. 

Council Books 
Test Wil. Robertson 

Clerk Council. 
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A Memorial for Obtaining a more Perfect Rent Roll, 

& Advancing Her Majesty's Quit Rents 

IN Virginia. 

The Quitrents for Lands taken up are paid according to the 
Number of Acres express 'd in the Patent, many of which being 
granted on Ancient Surveys, & those irregular and uncertain 
being granted on Ancient Surveys, & those irregular and un- 
certain, much greater Quantities of Land are contain 'd within 
the Bounds set down, than the Number of Acres express 'd in 
the Patent. 

Several Patents have been past for Land which is not im- 
proved, and nothing thereon to destrein for Rent and others 
for the want of the Sheriffs knowledge of the Patentee, or 
Grant, are not brought on the Roll. At the first seating in 
Virginia there were not above Eight Counties, but are now 
enlarged and divided into twenty-five, a great part of the 
now patented Land is expressed in the Patents to be in those 
Ancient Counties, & part in one County & part in the adjacent, 
so that the respective Sheriffs cannot be regularly charg'd 
without a true Roll of what Patents, or the Parts thereof are 
within their Precincts as well as the knowledge of the present 
Possessors of them. 

It is therefore humbly propos'd that particular directions 
be given to the Governor, or to whom it may be thought 
proper, that an Abstract of all Patents, granted from the first 
Seating the County, be drawn from the Records in the Secre- 
tary's Office, and recourse had to the County Records to dis- 
cover how and to whom, the same are transferred, that the same 
may be charged & plac'd in Rolls for the Several Counties, 
wherein the Land now lies, as also to know who is the Present 
possessor, such Accoimts to be delivered to the Auditor of Her 
Majesty's Revenues to be compared with the last Rent Roll 
brought in by the Sheriffs, the Charges whereof, if it shall be so 
thought fit to be defray 'd out of Her Majesty's Quitrents. 
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That the Sheriffs be commanded to make rettim what Land 
they suspect to be included within any Patent more than Qtdt- 
rents are paid for, & for which Patents are granted, & Quitrents 
not paid; & that for an Encouragement herein a Reward may 
be given by the Governor out of the Quitrents accruing by such 
Land, or tliat a reasonable part of the Land be granted to them 
for the discovery. 

That on such returns or suspicions the Surveyors be required 
to Sur\'ey the Same, who are to be satisfy'd out of the Quit- 
rents. 

By which Method it is conceiv'd a perfect Roll may be made 
of what Lands is Patented, other Lands discover 'd & abuses 
rectify 'd in reference to the pajmient of all Quitrents due, 
which will very much advance this Her Majesty's Revenue. 

Which is humbly Submitted. 



Orders from the Lords of the Treasury Concerning the 
Quitrents Surrendered by the Lord Culpeper 
to his Majesty. 

Right Trusty and Welbeloved, We greet you Well, our 
right Trusty and well be loved Thomas Lord Culpepper having 
assign 'd and Surrender 'dtmto Us all his Right Title & Interest 
to certain Letters Patent bearing date the five and twentieth 
day of february in the twenty fifth Year of our Reign, whereby 
we demis'd imto him and to our Right Trusty and well be- 
loved Cousin & Councillor Henry Earl of Arlington all that our 
Colony of Virginia and Accomack, with the Rents, Quitrents, 
Fines, Forfeitures, Escheats, accrueing unto Us fron the Prem- 
isses, and the same being now in vertue thereof and of a former 
a.ssignment of the said Earl of Arlington tmto the said Thomas 
Lord of Culpepper, intirely in our hands, Our Will and Pleasure 
is, that you cause pubhcation hereof to be made to all our 
lo\'ing Subjects within our said Colony, and that you give them 
to understand that we have proceeded herein with an intent to 
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apply all the profits and Advantages accruing thereby, to the 
ben^t and for the better Support of the Government of that 
our Colony, in such manner as we shall from time to time 
direct and Appoint. We do therefore hereby charge and com- 
mand you to use your Utmost care in the pursuance of our 
service herein, and that you impower the Officers of our Reve- 
nue, and such other Persons as you shall think fit, duly to 
collect on Quitrents accruing from time to time according to 
the Reservation of two Shillings for every hundred Acres of 
Land, possess 'd by our Subjects in Virginia, and so propor- 
tionably for a greater or lesser Quantity to be paid in Specy 
that is to say in Money, and not in Tobacco nor any other 
Commodity, but that our Subjects may with greater ease, 
comply with their obligation unto Us, we are well pleased that 
instead of English Money, they may answer what becomes 
due unto us, for the said Quitrents, in such Pieces of Eight 
as are Currant in that our Colony. And as to the Escheats, 
Fines, Forfeitvires, and other Profits mentioned in our Letters 
Patent, we do likewise direct that they be satisfy 'd according 
to our Demise tmto Thomas Lord Culpepper or in the like 
pieces of Eight for every five Shillings. And forasmuch as 
we cannot at this distance so well direct you in the particu- 
lar method of recovering our Dues, you are to proceed therein 
as you shall find most beneficial unto Us and to give tts an 
account of such your proceedings by the first Opportunity, 
and so from time to time, that you may receive our Approbation 
or further directions therein, and for such Summs as shall be re- 
ceiv'd by the Officers of our Revenues for the Premisses, you 
are not to dispose thereof, nor suffer it to be issued out, tmtil 
upon certifying unto us theValue of what shall remain thereupon 
in our Treasury, we shall order the same to be dispos'd of to 
such uses as shall be most requisite for our Service. And so 
we bid you heartily farewell. Given at our Court at Hampton 
Court the 26th day of July 1684. 

By His Majesty's Command 
Rochester. Jo Emie. Ste. Pax. 
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Report * upon the Petition of Philip Ludwell against 

THE Lord Effingham made by the Lords 

Committee of Trade and Plantations. 

May it please your Majesty 

In Obedience to your Majesty's Order in Council of the 18th 
of March last, we have considered the Petition of Philip Lud- 
well with the Address of the House of Burgesses in Virginia, 
to the late King touching several Matters of Complaint, which 
with our Opinions most humbly offer 'd to your Majesty are as 
follows; 

First, That whereas a Proclamation had been issued in Vir- 
ginia by the Lord Howard Governor in Chief in pursuance of 
Instructions from his late Majesty King Charles the Second, 
declaring an Act passed in Virginia in November, 1682 for re- 
pealing the Sixth Act of Assembly made in June 1680, about 
Attorneys to be void, and thereby reviving the said Act 
of June 1680, the house conceive the said Proclamation to be un- 
warrantable and of ill consequence, and therefore humbly pray 
that the same be made void, we have thereupon consulted your 
Majesty's Attorney & SoUicitor General who have reported 
their Opinion unto Us, that they conceive the said Act made 
in June 1680 was revived by the King's disallowing of the Subse- 
quent Act of Repeal, yet in as much as the said Act of Assembly 
is represented as inconvenient and prejudicial to that Colony, 
we humbly offer to your Majesty that by the like Proclama- 
tion the said Act of June 1680 be also set aside and declared 
void. 

Secondly, Whereas complaint is made of a fee of 200'1 of To- 

bacco and Cask lately received by the Lord Howard for the use 

*In the fall of 1688, the House of Burgesses, unwilling to submit any 
longer to the exactions and oppressions of the Governor, sent Philip Lud- 
well to England with a petition for relief. On March 28, 1689 he delivered 
to the Privy Council a petition from the "Commons of Virginia, repre- 
sented by the House of Burgesses." The petition was opposed by Effing- 
ham, but the Virginians were successful in most of thepoints in question. 
Dr. Wertenbaker in the chapter entitled "The Critical Period" in his 
Virginia Under the Stnarts, has given an admirable account of the struggle 
for colonial liberties which the Burgesses made and which the accession 
of William and Mary made successful. For a biographical sketch of 
Philip Ludwell see this Magazine I, 174-178. 
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of the Publick Seal we are humbly of opinion that altho' it 
appears unto us, that the said fee upon complaint thereof was 
not disallowed or thought unreasonable by yotir Majesty's 
Council in Virginia yet in as much as the same hath not been 
establish 't by the said Coimcil as by the Commission of the 
Lord Howard is requisite, and the same being also represented 
as burdensome and uneasy to the Colony, We are humbly of 
Opinion that it be discontinued as also the fee of 30 'lb of To- 
bacco demanded by the Secretary of that Colony, for Recording 
Surveys of Land. But as to the fee of 5 £ Sterling receiv'd 
by the Escheator for every Office fovmd, whereof complaint is 
also made we are humbly of Opinion that the same is legal and 
lit to be continued, as being an Ancient and customary fee, and 
only paid by such who find a considerable benefit thereby. 

Lastly, as to the complaint made that the fines and forfeit- 
ures in Virginia are not apply 'd to such purposes as by the said 
representation is set forth psirticularly and desired, We most 
htimbly represent to your Majesty that the said fines and for- 
feitxures, having by Letters Patents been granted by King Charles 
the Second, to the Lord Culpepper and others were repur- 
chased by the late King for divers considerable Siuns of Money 
Actually paid to the said Lord Culpeper, and a further Pen- 
sion of Six hundred Povuids a year payable for 21 Years, and 
now charged upon the Establishment of your Majesty's Army, 
so that the said fines and forfeitures are become wholly at 
the disposal of the Crown, as they were before this purchase 
the Property of the said Patentees, yet upon examination we do 
find that since the said Purchase, no part of the said Revenue 
has been employ 'd or dispos'd of otherwise than for the better 
Support of the Government of Virginia, to which use we are 
humbly of OjMnion it may be apply 'd hereafter in such manner 
as your Majesty shall think fit to direct from time to time, 
and not otherwise, the same being not in any manner appro- 
priated to any particular use or piuTXJse whatsoever. 

All which is most humbly Submitted. 
Council Chamber, 
the 26th of April 1689. 

(concluded) 



